Module 4: Discussion Points and Activities

1) Dr. Jerome Hoffman describes a strategy that is used by some practices to decrease the use of drug samples thereby freeing up more time for providers because they do not have to participate in visits with drug representatives.  Comment on this strategy.  Do you think that excluding drug representatives from health care practices is a positive or negative strategy and why?

2) Several sources of unbiased evidence-based drug information were highlighted in the module.  In addition to the sources from the module, list and describe in outline format as many evidence-based sources of information as you can.

3) Dr. Sidney Wolfe recommends that prescribers avoid industry-sponsored continuing education because of the strong potential for bias in the content.  Describe why (or why not)  the information that is provided in these presentations could potentially be biased? Present alternatives to industry sponsored lectures that would be considered more evidence-based.

4) Suggest strategies that can be used by prescribers when interacting with pharmaceutical company representatives in health care settings and at conferences.

