 

Module 3: Discussion Points and Activities

1) As a provider, you have been offered $500 by a pharmaceutical company to review an educational program related to a new medication option. As a result of your review you will be listed as an expert reviewer of the material.  Please describe any potential conflicts of interest with this type of arrangement. 

2)  When commenting on the use of drug samples, Dr. John Abramson noted that he thought that he was “Robin Hood” when giving sample medication to his patients.  Many practitioners feel that samples play an important role when caring for patients that are uninsured or underinsured.  Discuss the pros and cons of using drug samples in your practice from the context of the patient and the cost to the healthcare system as a whole.

3) In terms of the pharmaceutical marketing, Dr. Susan Reverby states, “it’s a problem of being bought without knowing you’re being bought”.  Please comment on this statement.

4) Dr. Jerry Avorn notes that ½ of the world’s currency for pharmaceuticals are spent in the US in part because our medication appetite is skewed toward more expensive products.  How does this affect our ability to provide mediation not only for those who can afford them but also for those who cannot?  What does this mean in terms of the ethical principle of equity?

