Module 2: Discussion Points and Activities

1) List the techniques and or methods that are used by the pharmaceutical industry to encourage the prescription of their drugs.

2)  A 54 year old female presents to your office with complaints of “jumpy legs” and trouble sleeping and states that she thinks that she has the disease that saw on a television commercial “restless leg syndrome”. She would like you prescribe Requip so that she can finally get some sleep.  As her primary care provider, what are some important areas of her health history to inquire about and what would you say to her in terms of prescribing a drug that is heavily promoted on television?

3)  As a primary care provider, you are invited to an educational dinner sponsored by a pharmaceutical company at a high end restaurant in your city.  List the potential pros and cons of these types of events.  How would you yourself respond to the invitation and why?

4) As a provider in a group practice setting, you notice that pharmaceutical sales representatives bring food for lunch at least several times a week. Another provider notes that this is fine because it’s beneficial to the medical assistants in the office because they won’t have to pay for lunch. You respond….  

 

